
That craggcdnefs or fteepnefs of that mountain, maketh 
many parts of it in a manner inacceffible. Brerewood. 

Cra'gginess. n. f [from craggy.] The ftate of being craggy. 
Cra'ggv. adj. [horn crag, ] Rugged; full of prominences; 
rough to walk on, or climb. 

That fame wicked wight 
His d welling has low in an hollow cave, 
f ar underneath a craggy clift ypight. 

Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy grave. Fairy Queen, b.\. 

It was impoflible to pafs up the woody and craggy hills. 
Without the lofs of thofe commanders. Raleigh's EJJays. 

Mountaineers that from Sevcrus came, 

And from the craggy cliffs of Tetrica. Dryden’ s /En. b. viii. 
The town and republick of St. Marino ftands on the top 
of a very high and craggy mountain. Addifon on Italy . 

To CRAM, v a. [cpammair, Saxon.] 

1. To fluff ; to fill with more than can conveniently be held. 

As much love in rhime. 

As would be cramm’d up in a fheet of paper. 

Writ on both fides the leaf, margent and all. Shakefeare. 
Being thus crammed in the bafket, a couple of Ford’s 
knaves were called. Shakefp. Merry Wives of PVindfor. 

Thou haft (poke as if thy eldeft fon fhould be a fool, whofe 
fkull Jove cram with brains. Shakefpearc’ s Tuelfth Night. 

Cram not in people by fending too faft company after 
company; but fo as the number may live well in the planta- 
tion, and not by furcharge be in penury. Bacon , EJJ'ay 34, 

2. To fill with food beyond fatiety. 

You’d mollify a judge, would cram a fquire ; 

Or elfe fome fmiles from court you may defire. King. 

I am fure children would be freer from difeafes, if they 
.were not crammed fo much as they are by fond mothers, and 
were kept wholly from flefh the firft three years. Locke. 

As a man may be eating all day, and, for want of digeftion, 
is never nourifhed ; fo thefe endlefs readers may cram them- 
felves in vain with intellectual food. Watts's Improvement . 

ButAnnius, crafty feer, 

Came cra/nm’d with capon, from where Pollio dines. Dunciad. 

3. To thruft in by force. 

You cram thefe words into mine ears, againft: 

The ftomach of my fenfe. ShakeJ'peare s Tc?npeft. 

Huffier, quoth Hudibras, this fword 
Shall down thy falfe throat cram that word. Hudibras , p. ii. 

Fate has cramm’d us all into one leafe, 

And that even now expiring. Dryden s Cleomenes. 

In another printed paper it is roundly exprelfed, that he will 
cram his brafs down our throats. Swift. 

To Cram. v. n. To eat beyond fatiety. 

The godly dame, who flefhly failings damns. 

Scolds with her maid, or with her chaplain crams. 

Pope’s Epilogue to fane Shore. 
Cr a'mbo. n.f [a cant word, probably without etymology.] A 
play at which one gives a word, to which another linds a 
rhyme ; a rhyme. 

So Maevius, when he drain’d his fkull 
To celebrate fome fuburb trull. 

His fimiles in order fet, 

And ev’ry crambo he could get. Swift. 

CRAMP, n.f [kxampc, Dut. crampe, French.] 

1. A fpafm or contrition of the limbs, generally removed by 
warmth and rubbing. 

For this, be fure, to-night thou fhalt have cramp , 
Side-ftitches that fhall pen" thy breath up. Shakefp. Tcmpcft. 
In a retreat, he outruns any lacquey ; marry, in coming on, 
he has the cramp. Shakefpeares All’s well that ends well. 

The cramp , no doubt, cometh of contraction of finews ; 
which is manifeft, in that it cometh either by cold or drynefs. 

Bacon s Natural Hi /lory, N. 964. 
Hares, faid to live on hemlock, do not make good the tra- 
dition ; and he that obferves what vertigoes, cramps , and con- 
vulfions follow thereon, in thefe animals, will be of our 
belief. Browns Vulgar Err ours, b. iii. c. 27. 

2. A reftriCtion ; a confinement ; obftru&ion ; fhackle. 

A narrow fortune is a cramp to a great mind, and lays a 
man under incapacities of ferving his friend L EJ range. 

3. A piece of iron bent at each end, by which two bodies are 

hel To°t S he h mi)ermoft of thefe there fhould be fattened a fharp 
graple, or cramp of iron, which may be apt to take hold of 
anv place where it lights. D-.lhnCs Mathrn. Mag, A. 

Cramp, adj. Difficult; knotty: a low term. 

'l'o Cramp, v. a. [from the noun.J 

1. To pain with cramps or twiches. , , 

When the contra£led limbs were cramp d, ev n then 
A wat’rilh humour fvvcll’d, and coz’d again. Dryden s Virgi . 
2 Toreftrain; to confine; to obftruCt ; to hinder. 

It is impoffible to conceive the number of inconveniences 
that will enfue, if borrowing be cramped. Bacon, tjjay 42 
There are few but find that fome companies benumb and 
cramp them, fo that in them they can neither (peal k £» do any 
thing that is handfome. Glam, lie s ScefJ. c. 24. 

lit who fcrveS, has flill reftraints of dread upon his fp.nts. 


which, even in the midft of affion, cramps and ties up his 

aa F ty u a , „ South’s Sermons, 

Ur. Hammond loves to contract and cramp the fenfe of 

prophecies. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

The antiquaries are for cramping their fubjeCts into as nar- 
row a fpace as they can, and for reducing the whole extent 
pf a fcience into a few general maxims. Addifon on Italy. 

Marius ufed all endeavours for depreffing the nobles, and 
rai ^ n » the people; particularly for cramping the former in 
their power of judicature. Swift on the DiJJ'ent. in Ath. and Rome. 

No more 

Th’ expanfive atmofphere is cra/np’d with cold. 

But full of life, and vivifying foul. Tbonfon’s Spring. 

3. To bind with crampirons. 

Cramp-fish, n.f [from cramp and fift).] The torpedo, 
which benumbs the hands of thofe that touch it. 
Crampiron. n.f. [from cramp and iron.] See Cramp, Senfe 3. 
Cra'nage. n.f [ cranaghim , low Latin.] A liberty to ufe a 
crane for drawing up wares from the veffels, at any creek of 
the fea or wharf, unto the land, and to make profit of it. It 
fignifies alfo the money paid and taken for the fame. Cowel. 
CRANE, n.f [epan, Sax. kracn , Dutch.] 

1. A bird with a long beak. 

Like a crane, or a fwallow, fo did I chatter. If. xlviii. 14. 
That fmall infantry warr’d on by cranes. Milt. Par. Loft. 

2. An inftrument made with ropes, pullies, and hooks, by which 
great weights are raifed. 

In cafe the mould about it be fo ponderous as not to be re- 
moved by any ordinary force, you may then raife it with a 
crane. Morthner’s Art of Husbandry. 

Then commerce brought into the publick walk 
The bufy merchant, the big warehoufe built, 

Rais’d the ftrong crane. Thomfon’ s Autumn. 

3. A liphon ; a crooked pipe for drawing liquors out of a calk. 
Cranes-bii.l. n.f [from crane and bill.] 

1. An herb. 

The leaves are conjugate : the cup confifts of one leaf, 
divided into five parts, expanded in form of a ftar : the flowers 
confift of five leaves, fomewhat refembling a crefted or lipped 
flower, with ten ftamina furrounding the ovary. The fruit is 
of a pentagonal figure, with a beak, containing five fecd- 
veftels, in each of which is one tailed feed, which, when 
ripe, is caft forth by the twifting of the beak. It is common 
in flveral parts of England, growing in almoft any foil or 
fituation. * Miller. 

2. A pair of pincers terminating in a point, ufed by furgeons. 
CRANIUM, n. ft [Latin.] The fkull. 

In wounds made by contufion, when the cranium is a little 
naked, you ought not prefcntly to croud in doffils ; for if that 
contufld fiefh be well digefted, the bone will incarn with the 
wound without much difficulty. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

CRANK, n.f [This word is perhaps a contraction of crane- 
neck, to which it may bear fome relemblance, and is part of 
the inftrument called a crane.] 

1. A crank is the end of an iron axis turned fquare down, and 

again turned fquare to the firft turning down ; fo that, on the 
laft turning down, a leather thong is flipt to tread the 
treddle -wheel about. llAoxon s Meek. Exercijcs. 

2 . Any bending or winding pa fiage. 

I fend it through the rivers of your blood. 

Even to the court, the heart ; to th’ flat o’ th’ brain ; 

And, through the cranks and offices ol man. 

The ftrongeft nerves, and fmall inferiour veins, 

From me receive that natural competency. 

Whereby they live. Shakefpeares Coriolanus. 

3. Any conceit formed by twifting or changing, in any manner, 
the form or meaning of a word. 

Hafte thee, nymph, and bring with thee 
Jeft and youthful jollity. 

Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 

Nods and becks, and wreathed fmiles. 

Such as hang on Hebe’s cheek, ^ 

And love to live in dimple fleck. _ Jlddtc/t. 

Crank, adj. [from onkranck , Dutch. Skinner.] 

1. Healthy; fprightly : fometimes corrupted to cranky. 

Thev looken bigge, as bulls that been bate. 

And bearen the cragg fo ftift' and fo ftate, r *■ P /} 

As cockle, on his dunghil crowing cranke. Spefters 

2 . Among Tailors, a fhip is laid to be crank, when, by t e Ojin 
of its bottom, or by being loaded too much above, it is 11a e 

to be over At. [from kranck, Dut. fick.] 

To CraVkle. v. n. [from crank.] To run in and out, 

run in flexures and windings. 

See how this river comes me crankling in, 

And cuts me from the beft of all my land, r<r 

A huge half- moon, a monftrous can tie out. Shah. Hem • 
To Cra'nkle. v. a. To break into unequal lurlaces; to bre* 

into angles. 

Old Vaga’s ft ream. 

Forc’d by the fudden fhock, her wonted track 
Forfook, and drew her humid train aflope, pyjihs 

Crankling her banks. Cra'nKlF 


C R A 

Cra'nki.es. n.f. [from the verb] Inequalities; angular pro- 
jni lienees. 

Cra'nkness. n.f. [from crank.] 

,. Health; vigour. 

9 Difpofition to overflt. „ , . , 0 

Cra'nnied- adj. [from cranny.] Full ol emmv . 

A wall it is, as I would have you think, r 

That had in it a crannied hole or chink. Shakcfpeare. 

A very fair fruit, and not unlike a citron , but fomewhat 
rougher chopt and crannied, vulgarly “nceive t e mar .s 


m Adam’s teeth. Browns Vulgar Errou i. vu. £ ‘ 

CRA'NNY. n.f. [cren, fir. arena, Latin.] A chi , , 

“ Ttecve of the undemanding is like the eye of the fenfe ; 
fnr as vou may fee great objects through imall cranmcs or 
\ , * l vou n } nv fee great axioms of nature through Imall 
Siblc InftanL W* Natural Hijlory, N*< 9 i. 

And therefore beat, and laid about, ... . 

To find a cranny to creep out. Hudibras, p. ni. cant. 1. 
lr a firm building, even the cavities ought not to be filled 

with rubbifti, but with brick or ftone fitted to the crannies 
V Dryden s Dedication to the JEneul. 

Within the flaking of water and fprings, with ftreams and 
currents in the veins and crannies. Bui net s Theo . of the Ear to. 

He fkipped from room to room, ran up flairs and down 
flairs, from the kitchen to the garrets, and he peeped into 
cverv cranny. Arbuthnot s Hifljry of John hud. 

Crape ». f [crepa, low Latin.] A thin fluff, loofely woven, 
of which the drefs of the clergy is fometimes made. 

And proud Roxana, fir'd with jealous rage. 

With fifty yards of crape fhall (weep the ftage. Swift. 

Nor thou, lord Arthur, fhall efcape . 
to thee 1 often call d in vain, 

Againft that aflaffin in crape ; 

Yet thou could’ft tamely fee me (lain. Swift. 

’Tis from high life high characters are drawn ; , 

A faint in crape , is twice a faint in lawn. Pope, Epiftlc 
Cra'pulence. n.f. [crapula, a lurfeit, Latin.] Drunkennefs; 

ficknefs by intemperance. t 

Crapulous, adj. [ crapuloj'us , Lat,] Drunken; mtempeiate , 

fick with intemperance. r^' 

To CRASH, v. n. [a word probably formed from the thing.] 

1. To make a loud complicated noifl, as of many things falling 

or breaking at once. _ , 

There fhall be a great irajhing from the hills. Zeph. l. 10. 

When convullions cleave the lab ring earth, 

Before the difmal yawn appears, the ground 
Trembles and heaves, the nodding houfes crajh. Smith. 
To Crash, v. a. To break or bruife. 

Mymafter is the great rich Capulet; and if you be not of 
the houfe of Montague, I pray you come and craft) a cup of 
w i ne . Shakeftpeare’ s Romeo and Juliet. 

Mr. Warburton has it, cruft) a cup of wine. 

To croft), fays Hanmer, is to be merry : a craft) being a word ftiil 
ufed in fome counties for a merry bout. 

It is furely better to read crack. See Crack. 

Crash. n.J. [from the verb.] A loud (udden mixed found, 
as of many things broken at the fame time. 

Senftlefs Ilium, 

Seeming to feel this blow, with flaming top 
Stoops to his bafe ; and, v/ith a hideous craft). 

Takes prifoner Pyrrhus’ ear. Shakejpcarc s Hamlet. 

Moralizing fat I by the hazard-table". I look’d upon the 
uncertainty of riches, the decay of beauty, and the crajh of 
worlds, with as much contempt as ever Plato did. Pope. 

CRA'SIS. n.f. [*faVis.] Temperature; conftitution arifingfrom 
the various properties of humours. 

The fancies of men are fo immediately diverfified by the 
individual crafts, that every man owns fomething wherein 
none is like him. Glanville’s Scepf. c. 15. 

A man may be naturally inclined to pride, luft, and anger, 
as thefe inclinations are founded in a peculiar crafts, and con- 
ftitution of the blood and fpirits. South’s Sermons. 

CRASS, adj. [craftiis, Latin] Grofs ; coarfe ; not thin; not 
comminuted ; not fubtle ; not confifting of Imall parts. 

Metals are intermixed with the common terreftrial matter, 
fo as not to be difcovcrable by human induftry ; or, if difeo- 
verable, fo diflu fed and flattered amongft the crajfcr and more 
unprofitable matter, that it would never be poffible to feparate 
and extradr it. Woodward’ s Natural Hijlory. 

Crassitude, n.f. [crajfttudo, Latin.] Groflnefs; coarflnefs; 
thicknefs. 

They muft be but thin, as a leaf, or a piece of paper or 
parchment ; for if they have a greater crajfttude, they will alter 
in their own body, though they fpend not. Bacon s Nat. Hift. 

The Dead Sea, which vomiteth up bitumen, is of that 
crajf tude , as living bodies, bound hand and foot, caft into it, 
have been born up, and not funk. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

'Phe terreftrial mutter carried by rivers ipto the fea, is 
fuftained therein partly by the greater crafttucle and gravity of 
the lea-water, and partly by its conftant agitation. Woodward. 

Vo I., I. 
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CRASTINA'TIOK. n.f [from crajlino, Latin, to-morrow J 

Cratch, n. f [creche, French ; crates, Latin.] The pahfaded 

‘"Whc" beiiw eKpetteroTofParadife, by reaion of fin, thou 

wert^held in the chains of death ; I was inclofcd m the v.rgm s 

womb I was laid in the cratch, I was wrapped in fwathlu g 
w°nm, Hakewill on Providence. t 

Ce C a °va't. n.f [of uncertain etymology.] A neckcloathj 

any thing worn about the neck. 

Lefs delinquents have beeiMcourg d, 

And hemp on wooden anvils toig d ; 

Which others for cravats have worn , ... 

About their necks, and took a turn, hull, Iras, p. m. cant - - 
The refiriaives were applied, one over another, to her 
throat : then we put her on a cravat. U ifema s Surge, J. 

r rVi pi? aVF v. a. reparian, Saxon.] 

! . To a(k with earniftnefs ; to aik with fubmiffion ; to beg; to 

C11 What one petition is there found in the whole litany, 

whereof we fhall ever be able at any time to lay, that no man 

living needeth the grace or benefit therein craved at ^Go s 
p , At go her. 

hands r . T , 

As for my nobler friend?, T crave their paruons ; 

But for the mutable rank-icented many, t 

Let them regard me as I do not flatter. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 
The poor people not knowing where to hide themlelves 
from the fury of their enemies, nor of whom to o ave help* 
fled as men and women difmayed. Knolles’s Hijl. of the Tuiksx 
I would crave leave here, under the word adion, to com- 
prehend the forbearance too ol any action propofld. Locke . 
Each ardent nymph the riling current craves. 

Each fhepherd’s pray’r retards the parting wavesv Prior. 

2. To alk infatiably. 

The fubjeds arm’d ; the more their princes gave, 

Th’ advantage only took the more to crave. Denham . 

Him doft thou mean, who, fpite of all his ftore, 

Is ever craving, and will ftiil be poor ? 

Who cheats for halfpence ; and who doffs his coat, 

To fave a farthing in a ferry-boat. Dryden s Perfi Sat. iv. 

3. To long; to with unreafonably. 

Levity pufhes us on from one vain defire to another, in a 
regular viciffitude and fucceffion of cravings and fatiety. L’ Eftr. 

& He is aaually under the power of a temptation, and the 
fway of an impetuous luft; both hurrying him to fatisfy the 
cravings of it, by fome wicked adtiom South's Sermons . 

4. To call for importunately. 

Our good old friend. 

Lay comforts to your bofom ; and beftow 
Your needful counfll to our bufineffesj 
Which crave the iilftant ufe. Shakcfpeare s King Leave. 

The antecedent concomitants and effedls of fuch a confti- 
tution, are acids, taken in too great quantities ; four erudi- 
tions, and a craving appetite, efpecially of terreftrial and ab- 
forbent fubftances. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

5. Sometimes with for before the thing fought. 

Once one may crave for love, 

But more would prove 

This heart too little, that too great. Suckling . 

Cra'ven. n.f [derived by Skinner from crave , as one that 
craves or begs his life : perhaps it comes originally from the 
noifl made by a conquered cock.] 

1. A cock conquered and difpirited. 

What, is your creft a coxcomb ?- 


—A comblcfs cock, lb Kate will be my hen. 

— No cock of mine ; you crow too like a craven • Shakefp i 
2 . A coward ; a recreant. 

Upon his coward breaft 
A bloody crofs, and on his craven creft 
A bunch of hairs diflolour’d diverfly. Fairy Queen , b. i. 

Is it fit this foldier keep his oath ? — 

— He is a craven and a villain elfe. Shakcfpeare* s Henry V* 

Whether it be 

Beftial oblivion, or fome craven Ample, 

Of thinking too precifely on th’ event; 

A thought, which quarter’d, hath but one part wifdofn, 

And ever three parts coward. Shakefpeares Hamlet * 

Yet if the innocent fome mercy find 
From cowardice, not ruth did that proceed; 

His noble foes durft not his craven kind 
Exafperate by fuch a bloody deed. Fairfax, b. i. fan. 88. 
To Cra'ven. v.a. [from the noun.] To make recreant or 

cowafd) y- . . Hanmer. 

’Gainft fllf-flaughter 
There is a prohibition fo divine, 

That cravens my weak hand. Shakcfpeare’ s Cymbeline. 

Graver, n.f [from crave.] A weak-hearted fpiritlels fellow.* 
It is ufed in Qlarijja. 

ToCraunch. v.a. [fchrantfen, Dutch ; whence the vulgar fay 
more properly to firauneb.] To crufh in the mouth The 
word is ufed by Swift. 

Craw. n.f. [free, Danilh.] The crop or firft ftomach of birds. 
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